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■iyiUVf and more wise, than in one 
who' retains less originality, or, what 
is more truly called, .oddity of cha- 
facter. When an old lady of ninety, 
said to Fontenelle, who was, at the 
same time, neairly ninety-five year* 
of age, " Death has surely for- 
gotten us, Mons. Fontenelle !" 
•' Hush," answered the Nonagena- 
rian, with the most pleasing naivetd, 
" Hush," said he, putting bis finger 
On her mouth. How miich of na- 
ture, of huoiour, and of good-hii* 
mour, was contained iii itiat singles 
-word of a great man, desceriding fast 
ta a second childhood. The fair se?? 
have seldom any haivet^, butyfteri 
the aSectation of it. Their educa- 
tion carefully obliterates distinctions 
of character ; and , the varnish of 
" accomplishments" is so uuif<>rroly« 
although for the inost part, tb'fal\^ 
spread over th^ feihale liiind, that |t 
is with difiBculty we. can, in a sligfa't 
acquaintance, observe an^ traces of 
difiereiice among Jt^oung ladies. 
Naivete in writibg, giv^s itani inimi- 
tabie charm. It is best exemplified 
in the fables .of Fontaine, and ii) 
Goldsmith's " Vicar of Wakefield," 
i<i vvhii'b the humner of tellin'g the 
story, forms the universal attraction. 
The poet Co'wper has much of the 
same, happiness, the "curiosa fel.i- 
cttas," so seldonf seen and so in- 
estimable in value. What elegant 
simplicity, for Example, id the fol- 
lowing lines — 

" Marble inay flatter, and lest this ahould 

seem 
O'ercbarg'd with praises on >o 4ear'. 

theme, 
Altho' thy worth be more than half sap- 

press'd. 
Love shall be satisfied, and vol the reit." 

fhe same masterly ease in the 
ful'luwing couplet is well contrasted 
with the elaboirate chiming of poets 
without any individuality of charac- 
ter, the chirping grass-hoppers uf 
e»ery meadow : . 
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I grieve itiy adverse fate, 
By too compulsive adorns harl'd. 
Which hurried me into a world 

■fl^here you^— arriv'd tori late. 

Another instance of beautiful sim- 
plicity iti " The Neglected Lover," 

" 1 do confess thou'rt kind and fair. 
And that, I might beea brought to love 
thee. 
Had I not found the gentlest ur 
I'hat aephyrs waft, had pow'r to move 
.thfe; 

But I can let th^e now alontf, 
As worthy to b^ loved by non^ 

" The morning rose, tbat untonch'd^tands, 
Mixed with its briers, how sweet it 
smells ! 
But press'd and strain'd through ruder 
hands. 
Its sweet no longer with it dwells ; 
This scent and beauty, both are gone. 
And U!lv«$ fall from it, one by one. 

*' Such fatt;, ere long, will thee betide, 

When thou hast handled beeti awhile. 
With sere flowers to be thrown aside i 
And I shall sigh when some will smile. 
To see thy love for every out. 
Hath brough^t thee to be iov'd.by 
none," aJ*. 



For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 



MISCELLANEOUS OBSBaVATIONS ON SUB- 
JECTS COHNECTEO WITH AGKICUL- 
TUMB. 

T)I(7"ERE it the object of the new;- 
'' science, ot Statistics, to unfold 
the power of benefiting mankind;' 
did it tend, by exposing the super- 
abundance oton^ Country, to point 
oiit where another might be provid- 
ed with whatever its soil or climate 
denied to its inhabitants; or did ic 
tend to bind in friendly bonds the 
great family of mankind, it would 
sdbn Dfieet with the approbation,' and 
niimbitr a^mbng its students every 
Philanthropist. But as the inqui- 
ries are at present directed, little 
benefit is to b'« expected, by pufv 
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suing: ihetn any farther. From what 
has appeared, no advantage has yet 
arisen to ehe community, except we 
<;onsider as such the employment 
of the paper maker and printer. 
Every thing seems to have escai^ed 
th' Lynx-eyed writers of our Na 
tional Staiistical surveys, excfef>t 
sttch as is apparent to the m»st 
careless observer That Ireland has 
not kept pace with the fest of Eu- 
rope in progressive improveriieiit; 
IS apparent to those who cast 
their eyes over our country, where 
Inany an extensive and fertile tract 
calls for the plough to render it 
highly pri'ductive. What plans for 
full re improvement have our Sta- 
trsliral writers sugj{esled, worthy the 
atietition .of Asrriculiuialists or Po- 
liticiaos { Whai remedies have they 
pointed out,, where landlords har- 
rass their tenantry, by the exac- 
tion of feudal rights?* Have they 
poiinted eat, with that warmth of 
language which the subject deserves, 
the infipropef mode of paying the 
eslabltshed, clergy, which is yet a 
disgrace (o the legislatOre, and to the 
knowledge of the- country ? Is it 
not trme its' Joose those tonds tied 
in an age of barbarism and igno- 
rance, arfd is It not time to abolish 
that act, whieh says, you must pay 
for what yoii do not receive f 

In these Statistical survep, have 
We sieen any aruumetits against those 
absurd laws relative to restating and 
forestalling. Commercialf »peciila- 
tions may be carried on in secret, a 
fuodopoly may be formed unknown 
to the public, in the most distant 
counfryy before the article arrives inf 
the pott, or in the war'ehouRes of the 



• In a' ndig&bourt^ Coniity iht tenantry, 
are yet obliged to quit the securing of th«tr 
own grain and tnrf, to vvorit for their land- 
lord, and to bring dtity-fowl for his ho- 
nour's table.— For sim/rar petty vexatious, 
tee Young's Tour in FfMcek 



merchant. But agriculture, carried oit 
in the open fields, admits of no suclr 
advantages being taken; no sooner 
does one man discover a superior 
mode of cultivation, than his neigh-- 
hours look over the hedg^, anil be' 
come acquainted' with his proceed-* 
ings. Coold a farmer command the 
weather, he might then become a 
monopolist, but as the climate ren-^ 
ders all the crops equally good of 
bad in a certain district, no man has 
it in his power to rise superior ttf 
those around, but by employing, 
with siiperior industry, that know- 
ledge of which all may be possessed i 
in a well regulated state, should not 
every encouragement be giv-eit tO' 
the man who administers so strong- 
ly to the general good ? But does' 
be reap the harvest of his good' 
deeds; does not an increased ly the,'- 
an increased rent, and every impe-- 
diment thrown in'the way of the sale* 
6\ the dearly Earned produce of bis' 
farm, check his exertions i It is aw 
indisputable fact, that the profits of 
the fartwer have been geidually 'di- 
minishing fo* a long series of years, 
" The expenses of taruiing seem t*. 
have increased about a fourth within 
the last twelve years, the profits' 
have certainly not increased in the 
same proportion. Agriculture must 
necessarily suSer, if some measures' 
aire not taken to secure to those en-' 
gaged in it, their fair and accuse 
tomed gain. I( will be a bad policy,- 
to drive all men of capital and iiitel-' 
ligerrce into trades, which cannot: 
euable them to add so mmch to the 
real wealth of the nation, as they 
Could when they were^ stimulated in 
th* eba-racter of fataiers, scattered 
over the country, to improve the 
land t& its utmost, to increase the 
aumbers- of cattte, - horses, sheep, 
farm boildingsy and all- kinds of ag- 
ricultural stock; and to awaken the 
industry of the commocr people, and 
teippt them to apply their labours t» 
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the most useful purposes. Trade may 
appear to enrich a country more 
than agriculture, by more imme- 
diately introducitig into it the gnid 
and silver of other nationii; but gold 
and silver are not eiiher industrv, 
food, raiment, or dwelling, andatbey 
are of use only as they act as silniu- 
lants, to prodnce either some or all 
of these. How far they do this, 
(securing independence at the same 
time,) mnst he determined, before 
their value is appreciated."* 

Trade and manufatiures present 
a fictitious wealth, they are like the 
house built upon the sand, which, 
placed upon an insecure foundation, 
is incapable of resisting even for a 
short time, the storms which in the 
common course of nature, will some, 
tinies assail it. Accordingly, Pns- 
nicia, Venice, and Holland, have 
Sunk into poverty, whenever their 
trade vi'as impeded in it« course, 
while the agricultural statpsof China 
and Japan have been without wars 
for several centuries; and, nearer 
home, Switzerland and I/xiibardy 
have maintained their inhahitants 
In plenty ; notwithstanding the 
storm» of war for ^ while devastated 
their plains, they feel not that 
misery in which I he commercial 
states of Europe Jire at present '» 
volved. A late traveller ip Glouces- 
ter ^ays, '* Within four miles of 
Stow on the Wold, arp twenty-two 
villai>es, containi(ig a population of 
5000 persons, principally engaged 
in agricultural employments, aud 
in this number is nut to be toatid a. 
child running about with its h6ad 
and feet bare, a sight too common 
in manufacturing parts of the coun- 
try : indeed, 1 think this neighbour- 
hood alike free from manqtjicKJFies, 



• Compwative Viiew of Mahuf!ictures 
9nd Agrictilture, Commuliicaced to the 
Board ef Agriculture, in « letter from T. 
Staaier, esq., of Chesiaire', 



collieries, and maritime pursuits, 
appears more decent am) more civi- 
lized than any other part- of £t)g- 
land ; and, 1 persuade myself more 
so than the lower class or people do 
in any other p^rt of the world,'' 

I'he time is, in all probability, 
fast approaching, when commercial 
monopoly wiil be destroyer!, when 
Englishmen will no longer be in- 
duced by e.xliorbitant wages to jn^- 
mure themselves :(midst the noxious 
vapnursof many manufactories, equal- 
ly destructive of life and morality.-}- 



" f In the pin mamifaeture, the pointing 
ef pins U attended with (he almost ctrtajia 
tacrific^ of those who are employed in 
it. Strong constitutions are not so imme- 
diately affected, but to the strongest it 
generally proves fatal, if persisted in for a 
few years ; which arises from the number 
of metallic particles receive^ into the longs 
by breathing. These stop the finer ves« 
sels, and induce apoplexy and consintip.- 
tibn. If ;^r«/n^jr had been concerned, and 
not //««, ingenuity would long ago have 
discovered some mode for supplying the 
lungs with air, uncontaminated with this 
destructive mixture. With respect {p th.e 
manufacture of wliiterlead, the consequent 
ces are still more fatiL In particular 
depart^f nu of it, ^ employment of three 
months produces palsy \a sppfis of the 
Iiinbs, commonly a loss of the hand chiefly- 
emlrioyrd, and which rapidly extends, un- 
less the person change ^he occupation. 
The conductors of this mamifaeture are so 
aware of tli^ consequences, that they never 
^lidt any mail to engage in it. They sim- 
ply ppisn their doors, and receive j\ich only 
as are starring, and can find no gtiier em- 
ployment. What are tliese maiiufactures 
but a union of suicide and murder i -So- 
ciety has enacted laips for the punishment 
of murderers ; but it is for thpse only wfio 
bill on a small scale, or in a particular 
way. The far larger proportion are coh» 
^idered as honourable men, " alt honour- 
iible tnei.." L.arge manufacturing towns 
receive annually * supply of young' men 
from the surrounding country, to make up 
for the deficiences of those who have come 
to a premature death from the unwhole- 
someuess of their occupations. Unthink- 
ipg youths, from the superior wages o^r- 
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They may suffer a temporary dis- 
tress, but a short tiq:i^ must establisti 
that natural balance, which ought 
e,ver to exist between commerce and 
agriculture. AgricuUure id a well 



ed tbem^ are induced to try these danger- 
ous experiinents; They * commence their 
new employments with complexions that 
indicate health; byit, in a year or two, 
their couutenances commonly become pal- 
lid, their minds dispirited, and their bo- 
dies weak. Though these appearances 
are applicable to tnost manufacturing 
towns, yet I have an eye more psi'i^tiCtflarly 
on Manchester. In this place, the above 
effects are notorious ; nor will if be worf- 
dered at, when it is understood, that ma- 
iiy ijranches of the manufactures conducted 
at this place, require'tbe absence of fresh 
air, in consequence of which, tl^| 
air becomes so impure, as seriously to in- 
jure the health, and, if consumption should 
pot be the immediate cuns^ueUce, the 
general habit is so much impaired, as to b^ 
reiidered liable to a lopg catalogpf of dis- 
tressing maladies. The evil is furtli^r en- 
creased, by the frequent custom of em- 



regulated state, should supply at all 
times the necessaries of life, com- 
merce only the iuXariesJ 

^ F. 



ploying two sets of hands to work day and 
night "alternately. Pafish children, con- 
sisting chiefly of orphans, and the illegiti- 
mate, are often considered ' as lumberj 
which caipoot be too soon put out of the 
way ; they are, ' therefof ^, cpntxacted fori 
By inanufactuters, at the different parish 
work-houJes throughout the kingdom, andj 
like merchandize, sent off by waggon's^ 
full — ^the obligations of the parish are theij 
supposed to cease, aiid the manufacturer 
makes the best of his commodhies. 'Afte^ 
contemplating tliese dark pictures, it is 
cheering to" hope, that the time tnay ar- 
rive when the governors' of natidns shall 
begin to think of their duties ; and theq 
wUl a porfiop of the natipoal produce be 
applied tbward ihe establishment of public 
schools and nurseries, whertf the wretched, 
the fatherless; aid the fnrsaken, may find 
a compensation for the friends th^ have I09 
In the justice of their country." — J. CoTTLS. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OFBOBEBT RO- 
BINSON. 

(Contimiedfrom No. 48, Page 35.J 

" Noble he was, condemutng all things 
mean ; 

His truth unquestion'd, and his soul se- 
rene : 

Shame knew him not, h? dreaded no dis- 
grace ; 

Truth, simple truth, was written in his 
face ; 

yet while the serious thought his sopl 
approv'd; 

Cheerful he seem'd, and gentleness he 
lov'd : 

Were others joyful, he looked smilwg 
on, ' 

And gave allowance where he needed 
none. 

Cood he refus'd with future ill to bpy, 

i^or knew a ejoy that caus'd reflection's 
tiA.'' Ckabbe. 



TN hfs family Mr. Robinson's con- 
duct was a bright display of the 
amiable virtues. The great man is 
conspicuous elsewhere ; the amiable 
man is contemplated at home. ' 

The dictates of nature are much 
the same in all ondepraved hearts, 
though geriius is wont to feel differ- 
ently from common minds, and to 
display a kind of original appear- 
ance in the most common actions. 

Mr. Robitison was accustomed to 
practise family worship ; but his ad- 
dresses were neither violent or declet- 
malory on the one hand, nor long an'^ 
circuitous on the other. The former 
he wc.uld have thought an insult to 
the Being he addressed, ; the latter 
to his family. His tone was soft. 



